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born 24 May 1949, Hengersberg, Bavaria, Germany;  nationality: German. 
 
Education 
Albertus-Magnus-Gymnasium, Regensburg, 1959-68;  Universities of Regensburg, 
1968-72, 1974, York, England, 1972-73, Edinburgh, Scotland, 1975-76. 

  
Academic degrees and professional qualifications 
State exam in English and German, München, 1971;  M.A. in Linguistics and English 
and German Philology, Universität Regensburg, 1975;  Dr. phil. in English and German 
Philology, Universität Hannover, 1980;  M. Litt. in English Language, University of 
Edinburgh, 1981;  ‘Habilitation’ in Linguistics, Universität Hannover, 1981. 
 

Academic career 
Research Associate, Universität Bielefeld, 1973-75;  Lecturer, Technische Universität 
Berlin, 1976-78;  Lecturer/Senior Lecturer, Universität Hannover, 1978-83;  Professor, 
Universität Konstanz, 1983-96, 1997-2017;  Professor, Aarhus Universitet, 1996-97;  Senior 
Research Fellow, Somerville College, University of Oxford, since 2014. 

 
Visiting appointments 
Teaching:  Universities of Salzburg (LSA Institute), 1979;  Aix-en-Provence, 1985;  
Zürich, 1989-90;  Mainz (DGfS summer school), 1998;  Graz, 1999-2000, 2016;  Utrecht 
(LOT summer school), 2001;  RGGU Moscow (Typology winter school), 2002;  
Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México (Typology spring school at Morelia), 2014.   
Research:  Institute for Advanced Studies in the Humanities, Edinburgh, 1986;  
University of Foreign Studies, Tokyo, 2001;  Zentrum für Allgemeine Sprachwissen-
schaft, Berlin, 2003-06;  Faculty for Linguistics, Philology and Phonetics and Language & 
Brain Lab, University of Oxford, since 2010. 
 

Academic administration 
Dean, Faculty of Arts, Universität Konstanz, 1993-94;  Chair, Department of Linguistics, 
Universität Konstanz, 1998-2001;  Chair, Sonderforschungsbereich 471, Universität 
Konstanz, 2007-08. 
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Offices in learned societies 
Nominating Committee, Societas Linguistica Europaea, 1980-85;  Honorary Secretary, 
Deutsche Gesellschaft für Sprachwissenschaft, 1982-83;  Group coordinator and 
Steering Committee in the EUROTYP programme of the European Science Foundation, 
1990-95;  Founder of the Association for Linguistic Typology (1994) and member of its 
Executive Committee, 1996-2017;  Academy Committee for the Wilhelm von Humboldt 
edition, Berlin-Brandenburgische Akademie der Wissenschaften, 1995-2005;  Council, 
Philological Society, since 2018. 

 
Editorial  activities 
Founder and Editor of Linguistic Typology, 1997-2017;  Consulting Editor of Transactions 
of the Philological Society, since 2013.  Editorial or consulting boards of Typological 
Studies in Language, since 1983;  Linguistische Berichte, 1985-2004;  Linguistics, 1985-2017; 
Studies in Language, 1992-2014;  Rivista di Linguistica, 1997-2004;  Jezikoslovlje (Croatia), 
since 2002;  Transactions of the Philological Society, 2006-13. 
 
Research profile (keywords) 
Morphology (inflection and word formation), Syntax, Prosody; 
Germanic; 
Typology and Historical Linguistics; 
History of Linguistics. 
 
 
 
“Life and Times”: Autobiographical fragments 
PDFs at http://ling.uni-konstanz.de/pages/home/plank/fp_cv.html 



Plank, CV         3 

RESEARCH PROFILE (in prose):  What have I  been doing? 
 
My specialisations, as far as structural domains are concerned, are morphology, both 
inflection and word formation;  syntax, with grammatical relations as a recurring 
theme (I did not, long ago, coin the term "alignment" for nothing);  the prosody 
interface;  and the lexicon, especially basic vocabulary (vs. derived).  Also, perhaps, 
poetics:  at least I regularly used to teach a course entitled 'Linguistic Analysis of Verbal 
Art'.  My grasp of phonology is embarrassingly unsure.  
 The languages closest to my heart (and I hope mind) are Germanic, although I'd 
like to claim a less than fleeting acquaintance also with a few further Indo-European 
languages, including Greek and Italic/Romance (mostly the older varieties: Ancient 
Greek and Latin).  I must have been too overawed by my Indo-Europeanist teacher, 
Helmut Rix, to seriously strive to follow in his footsteps, and later acquaintances of the 
calibre of an Anna Morpurgo confirmed the wisdom of this early career decision to 
settle for mere "general" linguistics.  For a while, I dabbled in Hurrian, an Ancient Near 
Eastern isolate, encouraged by sometime Konstanz colleague, Volkert Haas;  Hurrian is 
one of those languages with double, triple, perhaps quadruple case, and I'm convinced 
its stupendously cumbersome agreements contributed to its early demise.  Often the 
microcosm of my native variety of German, Middle Bavarian, has afforded me glimpses 
of the linguistic macrocosm, sparing me – by disposition an armchair, not a field 
linguist – many a voyage of discovery. 
 My approach is historical-typological:  puzzling over particular phenomena in 
particular languages, I aspire to understand why they are the way they are, and this for 
me implies looking at both their history and their place within the spectrum of cross-
linguistic variation.  The idea is that languages can only be what they could become.  
(Desperately searching for the origin of this bonmot I've only been able to trace it to an 
early paper by myself, with no source given:  profuse apologies to whoever I keep 
plagiarising) – and however diverse they have become, the developmental possibilities 
are limited, in grand design as well as in inconspicuous ornament.  Pursuing this 
bipartite agenda, I would like to think that I've also made contributions to the study of 
typology and historical linguistics as such, but we no longer name the patterns of 
crosslinguistic variation and the universal constraints on variation after their first 
identifiers and the pathways, even perhaps laws, of change after their discoverers.   
 One insufficiently appreciated aspect of variation and change is the historical 
time-stability or otherwise of linguistic patterns (forms, rules, constructions, systems):  
some change fast and frequently, while others persist over centuries or even millennia.  
This has increasingly become a research focus of my historical-typological work:  to 
understand linguistic diversity and uniformity, we need to be able to distinguish what 
is transient and what pertinacious, and then we'd like to know why.  The explanatory 
business here needs to be done (I think) in association with psycho- and neuro-
linguistics, requiring the collaboration of typologists and historical linguists with 
experimental linguists (such as my colleagues Aditi Lahiri now at Oxford and Carsten 
Eulitz at Konstanz, the former to be credited with reviving the near-extinct English 
adjective pertinacious). 
 By choice or circumstance I've never been working within some particular 
school or framework:  I would characterise myself as, plainly, a structuralist.  I find 
characterisations such as "formalist" vs. "functionalist" unhelpful:  a more meaningful 
distinction, I think, is whether you accept or reject ABSTRACT mental representations:  I 
embrace them, like many "formalists" do, although I'm more like "functionalists" in 
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other respects.  Abstract representations may sometimes be framework-specific 
artefacts, but sometimes they are also forced upon the analyst by typological results 
which are hard to make sense of in terms of concrete representations in the manner of 
overly "basic" linguistic theories.  (And sometimes "formal" linguistics is woefully 
"basic", too.)   
 Though mildly disinterested in the technicalities of frameworks, I have a working 
linguist's interest in the growth of linguistic thought.  For me this is not so much a 
matter of names and dates:  I'm fascinated how, from the 17th century onwards, we 
have slowly been coming to terms with diversity and unity in the realm of language, 
taking or not taking our inspiration from system-seekers elsewhere (biology, geology, 
chemistry, and such).  I've off and on published on this side of the history of 
l inguistics, and I've long been working on a history of early typology, but that needs 
a little leisure to be completed.  
 Linguistics is widely perceived as a peripheral and somewhat arcane academic 
discipline – but it's really central to Arts & Humanities on the one hand and a crucial 
interface to the Sciences (Cognitive Neuroscience, Biology) on the other.  I've helped to 
advertise linguistics through such modest efforts as our Linguistic Challenge or the 
occasional popularising lecture;  but there is more that ought to be done here by the 
discipline.  Linguistics and Cognitive Science squarely belong on the school curriculum. 
 Under the rubric of service to the field – and I hope it won't, sub specie 
aeternitatis, turn out to have been a disservice – I'd primarily like to mention that I've 
been instrumental in founding the Association for Linguistic Typology (ALT) in 1996.  
Also, for 21 years I have been editor of Linguistic Typology, ALT's journal published by De 
Gruyter Mouton.  Less pertinaciously I've also been involved with another journal of a 
historical slant, for a while serving as co-editor and then consulting editor of the 
Transactions of the Philological Society. 
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PUBLICATIONS 
 
 

1974 
 
1. A belated case re cases versus coordination & identity deletion. York Papers in 

Linguistics 4: 91-128. 
 
1975 
 
2. Warum die Schildkröte nicht von Achilles überholt worden werden kann: Zur 

Adäquatheit einer Natürlichen Generativen Grammatik des Verbs. In: Akten 
der 1. Salzburger Frühlingstagung für Linguistik, ed. by Gaberell Drachman, 191-
216. (Salzburger Beiträge zur Linguistik, 1.) Tübingen: Narr.   

 
3. Grundzüge einer Natürlichen Generativen Grammatik des Verbs. (Bielefelder 

Beiträge zur Linguistik und Literaturwissenschaft, 5.) Bielefeld: Universität 
Bielefeld.  [With Jerold A. Edmondson.] 

 
4. Ein Verb ist ein Verb ist ein Verb? Zur kategorialen Syntax von Infinitiven. 

In: Beiträge zur Grammatik und Pragmatik, ed. by Veronika Ehrich & Peter 
Finke, 111-131. Kronberg: Scriptor. 

 
5. Rule inversion: Hermann Paul already had an idea-r-of it. York Papers in 

Linguistics 5: 131-137. 
 
1976 
 
6. Auxiliaries and main verbs reconsidered. Lingua 38: 109-123.  [With Jerold A. 

Edmondson.] 
 
7. Morphological aspects of nominal compounding in German and certain other 

languages: What to acquire in language acquisition in case the rules fail? In: 
Akten des 1. Salzburger Kolloquiums über Kindersprache, ed. by Gaberell 
Drachman, 201-219. (Salzburger Beiträge zur Linguistik, 2.) Tübingen: Narr. 

 
8. Misunderstanding understood subjects: The Minimal Distance Principle in 

Montague Grammar. Amsterdam Papers in Formal Grammar 1: 194-216. 
 
9. Zur Direktionalität der iterativen Mehrfachanwendung syntaktischer Regeln. 

Linguistic Agency University of Trier, Series A, Paper No. 37. 
 
1977 
 
10. Typologische Überlegungen zu subjektlosen Sätzen. In: Akten der 2. Salzburger 

Frühlingstagung für Linguistik, ed. by Gaberell Drachman, 83-105. (Salzburger 
Beiträge zur Linguistik, 3.) Tübingen: Narr. 
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11. Fehleranalyse und Therapieanalyse in der linguistischen Aphasieforschung 
an syntaktischen Linearisierungsstörungen illustriert. Linguistische Berichte 
49: 18-38. 

 
12. Markiertheitsumkehrung in der Syntax. Papiere zur Linguistik 17/18: 6-66.  
 
1978 
 
13. Ueber Asymbolie und Ikonizität. In: Brennpunkte der Patholinguistik, ed. by 

Günther Peuser, 243-273. (Patholinguistica, 2.) München: Fink. 
 
14. Great expectations: An intensive self analysis. Linguistics and Philosophy 2: 373-

413.  [With Jerold A. Edmondson.] 
 
15. Case syncretism and coding syncretism. In: Proceedings of the Twelfth 

International Congress of Linguists, ed. by Wolfgang U. Dressler & Wolfgang 
Meid, 405-408. Innsbruck: Innsbrucker Beiträge zur Sprachwissenschaft.  

 
1979 
 
16. Die Rolle der grammatischen Komplexität in der Aphasietherapie. In: Studien 

zur Sprachtherapie, ed. by Günther Peuser, 55-87. (Patholinguistica, 4.) 
München: Fink. 

 
17. Zur Affinität von selbst  und auch. In: Die Partikeln der deutschen Sprache, ed. by 

Harald Weydt, 269-284. Berlin: de Gruyter. 
 
18. Review of Peter Eisenberg, Oberflächenstruktur und logische Struktur: 

Untersuchungen zur Syntax und Semantik des deutschen Prädikatadjektivs 
(Tübingen 1976). Beiträge zur Geschichte der deutschen Sprache und Literatur 
(Tübingen) 101: 86-96. 

 
19. Exklusivierung, Reflexivierung, Identifizierung, relationale Auszeichnung. 

Variationen zu einem semantisch-pragmatischen Thema. In: Sprache und 
Pragmatik: Lunder Symposium 1978, ed. by Inger Rosengren, 330-354. (Lunder 
germanistische Forschungen, 48.) Lund: Gleerup. 

 
20. Der Zusammenhang von Laut und Bedeutung als mögliche Konvergenz-

sphäre von Psychoanalyse und Linguistik. Linguistische Berichte 61: 32-48.  
[With Sigrid Plank.] 

 
21. Ergativity: Towards a theory of grammatical relations, ed. by F. Plank. London & 

New York: Academic Press. 
 Reviews:  L. Dezsö, Acta Linguistica Academiae Scientiarum Hungaricae 29 (1979) 369-

372.  J. Heath, Linguistics 18 (1980) 877-910.  W. R. Schmalstieg, General Linguistics 21 
(1981) 31-47.  N. E. Collinge, Studies in Language 5 (1981) 141-147.  R. M. W. Dixon, 
Journal of Linguistics 18 (1981) 368-371.  D. Roberts, Folia Linguistica Historica 2 (1981) 
289-293.  H. J. Sasse, Kratylos 26 (1981) 9-20.  M. E. Alekseev, Voprosy jazykoznanija 1 
(1982) 135-138.  R. D. Van Valin, Jr., Journal of Pragmatics 7 (1983) 63-88.  G. F. Meier, 
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Zeitschrift für Phonetik, Sprachwissenschaft und Kommunikationsforschung 36 (1983) 597-
602.  M. S. Dryer, Canadian Journal of Linguistics 30 (1985) 207-212. 

 
22. Ergativity, syntactic typology and universal grammar: Some past and present 

viewpoints. In: Ergativity, 3-36. 
 
23. Bibliography on ergativity. In: Ergativity, 511-554. 
 
24. Ikonisierung und De-Ikonisierung als Prinzipien des Sprachwandels. 

Sprachwissenschaft 4: 121-158. 
 
25. The functional basis of case systems and declension classes: From Latin to Old 

French. Linguistics 17: 611-640. 
 
1980 
 
26. Encoding grammatical relations: Acceptable and unacceptable non-

distinctness. In: Historical morphology, ed. by Jacek Fisiak, 289-325. (Trends in 
Linguistics, 17.) The Hague: Mouton. 

 
27. Zur Direktionalität der iterativen Mehrfachanwendung syntaktischer Regeln. 

Papiere zur Linguistik 33/2: 51-99.  [Revised version of #9.] 
 
1981 
 
28. Review of Teun Hoekstra & Harry van der Hulst (eds.), Morfologie en Nederland 

(Glot Special, 1979). Lingua 53: 103-111. 
 
29. Modalitätsausdruck zwischen Autonomie und Auxiliarität. In: Sprache und 

Pragmatik: 2. Lunder Symposium 1980, ed. by Inger Rosengren, 57-71. (Lunder 
germanistische Forschungen, 50.) Lund: Gleerup. 

 
30. Morphologische (Ir-)Regularitäten: Aspekte der Wortstrukturtheorie. (Studien zur 

deutschen Grammatik, 13.) Tübingen: Narr. 
 Reviews:  E. V. Pennanen, Folia Linguistica 16 (1982) 433-458. P. H. Matthews, Journal of 

Linguistics 19 (1983) 281-282.  G. E. Booij, Zeitschrift für Sprachwissenschaft 2 (1983) 251-
264.  W. Wildgen, Beiträge zur Geschichte der deutschen Sprache und Literatur (Tübingen) 
105 (1983) 430-432.  J. S. Barbour, Studies in Language 9 (1985) 146-154. 

 
31. Review of Margaret Donaldson, Children’s Minds (London 1978). International 

Review of Applied Linguistics 19: 167-171.  [With Sigrid Plank.] 
 
32. Geschichtlich verwandt – elementar verwandt – typologisch verwandt. 

Linguistische Berichte 74: 35-44. 
 
1982 
 
33. Coming into being among the Anglo-Saxons. Folia Linguistica 16: 73-118.  
 



Plank, CV         8 

1983 
 
34. Coming into being among the Anglo-Saxons. In: Current topics in English 

historical linguistics, ed. by Michael Davenport, Erik Hansen, & Hans Frede 
Nielsen, 239-278. (Odense University Studies in English, 4.) Odense: Odense 
University Press.  [Reprint of #33, with minor changes.]   

 
35.  Transparent versus functional encoding of grammatical relations: A 

parameter for syntactic change and typology. Linguistische Berichte 86: 1-13. 
 
1984 
 
36. Objects: Towards a theory of grammatical relations, ed. by F. Plank. London & New 

York: Academic Press. 
 Reviews:  J. Miller, Journal of Linguistics 22 (1986) 213-216.  R. M. W. Dixon, Language 

62 (1986) 437-439.  G. Bossong, Lingua 69 (1986) 139-164.  A. Cartier, Bulletin de la 
Société de Linguistique de Paris 81 (1986) 2, 59-63.  P. Benedini, Lingua e Stile 21 (1986) 
516-520.  P. Bennett, Computers and Translation 3 (1988) 256-257.  K. Welke, Zeitschrift 
für Germanistik 10 (1989) 360-362.  H. Haberland & O. Nedergaard Thomsen, Journal of 
Pragmatics 16 (1991) 179-206 

 
37. Introduction: Ces obscurs objets du désir. In: Objects, 1-8. 
 
38. Zur Rechtfertigung der Numerierung der Personen. In: Pragmatik in der 

Grammatik: Jahrbuch 1983 des Instituts für deutsche Sprache, ed. by Gerhard 
Stickel, 195-205. (Sprache der Gegenwart, 60.) Düsseldorf: Schwann. 

 
39. Romance disagreements: Phonology interfering with syntax. Journal of 

Linguistics 20: 329-349.  
 Responses:  A. M. Zwicky, Journal of Linguistics 21 (1985) 431-436.  R. Posner, Journal of 

Linguistics 21 (1985) 437-451.  J. W. Harris, Journal of Linguistics 23 (1987) 177-183. 
 
40. 24 grundsätzliche Bemerkungen zur Wortarten-Frage. Leuvense Bijdragen 73: 

489-520. 
 
41. The modals story retold. Studies in Language 8: 305-364. 
 
42. Verbs and objects in semantic agreement: Minor differences between English 

and German that might suggest a major one. Journal of Semantics 3: 305-360. 
 
43. Prädikativ und Koprädikativ. In: La linguistique à la session 1984 de l´agrégation 

d´allemand: Journée Annuelle des Linguistes de l´Association des Germanistes de 
l´Enseignement Superieur, 71-101. Nice: Université de Nice. 

 
1985 
 
44. Prädikativ und Koprädikativ. Zeitschrift für germanistische Linguistik 13: 154-185.  

[Revised and expanded from #43.]   
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45. Die Ordnung der Personen. Folia Linguistica 19: 111-176.  [Revised and 
expanded from #38.] 

 
46. Movierung mittels Präfix – Warum nicht? (Beiträge zur Vererbungslehre 2.) 

Linguistische Berichte 97: 252-260. 
 
47. On the reapplication of morphological rules after phonological rules and 

other resolutions of functional conflicts between morphology and phonology. 
Linguistics 23: 45-82. 

 
48. Relational typology, ed. by F. Plank. (Trends in Linguistics, 28.) Berlin: Mouton. 
 Reviews:  M. Krifka, Rheinischer Merkur / Christ und Welt, 9 March 1982.  G. Lazard, 

Bulletin de la Société de Linguistique de Paris 82 (1987) 2, 55-61.  W. Stefański, Lingua 
Posnaniensis 30 (1987 [1989]) 165-167.  B. Comrie, Journal of Linguistics 24 (1988) 563-
564.  H. J. Sasse, Linguistische Berichte 131 (1991) 45-59. 

 
49. The extended accusative / restricted nominative in perspective. In: Relational 

typology, 269-310. 
 
50. How disgrace-ful. Acta Linguistica Hafniensia 19/2: 64-80. 
 
51. The interpretation and development of form alternations conditioned across 

word boundaries. The case of wife’s, wives, and wives’. In: Papers from the 4th 
International Conference on English Historical Linguistics, ed. by Roger Eaton et 
al., 205-233. (Current Issues in Linguistic Theory, 41.) Amsterdam: Benjamins. 

 
1986 
 
52. Humboldt über den Dualis. In: Sprache, Mensch und Gesellschaft — Werk und 

Wirkungen von Wilhelm von Humboldt und Jacob und Wilhelm Grimm in 
Vergangenheit und Gegenwart, ed. by Arwed Spreu & Wilhelm Bondzio, vol. 1, 
231-247. Berlin: Humboldt-Universität. 

 
53. Das Genus der deutschen Ge-Substantive und Verwandtes. (Beiträge zur 

Vererbungslehre 1.) Zeitschrift für Phonetik, Sprachwissenschaft und 
Kommunikationsforschung 39: 44-60. 

 
54. Schleichers kürzester Satz im Zusammenhang betrachtet. Linguistische 

Berichte 101: 54-63. 
 
55. Typology, ed. by F. Plank. (= Folia Linguistica 20/1.) Berlin: Mouton. 
 
56. Paradigm size, morphological typology, and universal economy. Folia 

Linguistica 20: 29-48. 
 
57. Review of Paolo Ramat, Linguistica tipologica (Bologna 1984). Folia Linguistica 

20: 233-235. 
 
58. Wer war’s? Linguistische Berichte 103: 277-279. 
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59. Review of Joan Leopold, The Letter liveth: The life, work and library of August 
Friedrich Pott (1802-1887) (Amsterdam 1983). Linguistische Berichte 106: 489-494.  

 
60. Über den Personenwechsel und den anderer deiktischer Kategorien in der 

wiedergegebenen Rede. Zeitschrift für germanistische Linguistik 14: 284-308. 
 
1987 
 
61. Direkte indirekte Objekte, oder: Was uns lehren lehrt. Leuvense Bijdragen 76: 

37-61. 
 
62. Number neutralization in Old English: Failure of functionalism? In: 

Explanation and linguistic change, ed. by Willem Koopman et al., 177-238. 
(Current Issues in Linguistic Theory, 45.) Amsterdam: Benjamins. 

 
63. The Smith-Schlegel connection in linguistic typology: Forgotten fact or 

fiction? Zeitschrift für Phonetik, Sprachwissenschaft und Kommunikationsforschung 
40: 196-214.  

 
64. What Friedrich Schlegel could have learned from Alexander (‘Sanscrit’) 

Hamilton besides Sanskrit. Lingua e Stile 22: 367-384.  
 
1988 
 
65. Das Hurritische und die Sprachwissenschaft. In: Hurriter und hurritisch: 

Konstanzer Altorientalische Symposien, vol. 2, ed. by Volkert Haas, 69-93. (Xenia, 
21.) Konstanz: Universitätsverlag. 

 
1989 
 
66. On Humboldt on the dual. In: Linguistic categorization, ed. by Roberta Corrigan, 

Fred Eckman, & Michael Noonan, 293-333. (Current Issues in Linguistic 
Theory, 61.) Amsterdam: Benjamins.  [Revised and expanded from #52.] 

 
67. Wilhelm von Humboldt (Letter to the Editor). Times Literary Supplement, 

January 13-19, 1989, p.47. 
 
1990 
 
68. Objets trouvés. Zeitschrift für Phonetik, Sprachwissenschaft und Kommunikations-

forschung 43: 59-85. 
 
69. Typologie als Bedürfnis. Linguistische Berichte 126: 165-167. 
 
70. Paradigm arrangement and inflectional homonymy: Old English case. In: 

Papers from the 5th International Conference on English Historical Linguistics, ed. by 
Sylvia Adamson et al., 379-406. (Current Issues in Linguistic Theory, 65.) 
Amsterdam: Benjamins.  [Extract from #75.] 
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71. Suffix copying as a mirror-image phenomenon. Linguistics 28: 1039-1045.  
[Revised from  EUROTYP Working Papers VII/1 (1990).]   

 
72. Greenlandic in comparison: Marcus Wöldike’s ‘Meletema’ (1746). 

Historiographia Linguistica 17: 309-338. 
 
1991 
 
73. Paradigms: The economy of inflection, ed. by F. Plank. (Empirical Approaches to 

Language Typology, 9.) Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter. 
 Reviews:  N. E. Collinge, Studies in Language 17 (1993) 264-269.  M. Haspelmath, 

Linguistics 31 (1993) 566-569.  R. Hendrikse, Cognitive Linguistics 4 (1993) 183-190.  P. 
Kirtchuk, Bulletin de la Société de Linguistique de Paris 88 (1993) 2, 108-113.  C. Peck, 
Word 46 (1995) 153-157.  O. Werner, Beiträge zur Geschichte der deutschen Sprache und 
Literatur 118 (1996) 433-440. 

 
74. Of abundance and scantiness in inflection: A typological prelude. In: 

Paradigms, 1-39.  
 
75. Rasmus Rask’s dilemma. In: Paradigms, 161-196. 
 
76. Review of Michael Barlow & Charles A. Ferguson (eds.), Agreement in natural 

language (Stanford 1988). Journal of Linguistics 27: 532-542.  [Revised from  
EUROTYP Working Papers VII/6 (1991).] 

 
77. Inflection and derivation. EUROTYP Working Papers VII/10. 
 
78. On determiners. 1. Ellipsis and inflection; 2. Co-occurrence of possessives. 

EUROTYP Working Papers VII/11 (1991).   
 
79. Hypology, typology: The Gabelentz puzzle. Folia Linguistica 25: 421-458. 
 
1992 
 
80. Adjacency. In: International encyclopedia of linguistics, ed. by William Bright, 

vol. 1, 25-26. New York: Oxford University Press.  
 
81. Language and earth: Elective affinities between the emerging disciplines of linguistics 

and geology, ed. by Bernd Naumann, F. Plank, & Gottfried Hofbauer. (Studies 
in the History of the Language Sciences, 66.) Amsterdam: Benjamins. 

 Reviews:  H. M. Hoenigswald, Historiographia Linguistica 19 (1992) 381-386.  M. 
Shortland, British Journal for the History of Science 26 (1993) 100.  M. Carozzi, Earth 
Sciences History 13 (1994) 70-71.  L. Sellberg, Lychnos: Lärdomshistoriska Samfundets 
Årsbok 1994, 221-222.  B. Fritscher, Berichte zur Wissenschaftsgeschichte 18 (1995) 249-
250.  R. Lass, Word 46 (1995) 396-399. 

 
82. Language and earth as recycling machines. In: Language and earth, 221-269. 
 
83. Adam Smith: Grammatical economist. In: Adam Smith reviewed, ed. by Peter 

Jones & Andrew Skinner, 21-55. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press. 
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84. Sprachen Sterben. Linguistische Berichte 142: 495-496. 
 
85. Wohl-geschliffener Tugendspiegel des Sprachforschers, demselben vorgehalten von 

einer Societät zur Beförderung der praktisch reinen Vernunftmoral. Münster: Nodus. 
 Reviews:  B. Naumann, Germanistik 34 (1993) 485.  J. C. Wells, The Henry Sweet Society 

Newsletter 23 (1994) 16-18. 
 
86. From cases to adpositions. In: Aspects of English diachronic linguistics, ed. by 

Nicola Pantaleo, 17-61. (Biblioteca della Ricerca; Cultura Straniera, 48.) 
Fasano: Schena.  [Revised from  EUROTYP Working Papers VII/13 (1992).]    

 
87. Possessives and the distinction between determiners and modifiers (with 

special reference to German). Journal of Linguistics 28: 453-468.  [Incorporating 
a revised and expanded version of Part 2 of #78.] 

 
1993 
 
88. Des Lord Monboddo Ansichten von Ursprung und Entwicklung der Sprache. 

Linguistische Berichte 144: 154-166. 
 
89. Peculiarities of passives of reflexives in German. Studies in Language 17: 135-167. 
 
90. Professor Pott und die Lehre der Allgemeinen Sprachwissenschaft. Beiträge 

zur Geschichte der Sprachwissenschaft 3: 1-34.   
 
1994 
 
91. Inflection and derivation. In:  The encyclopedia of language and linguistics, ed. by R. 

E. Asher et al., vol. 3, 1671-1678. Oxford: Pergamon Press.  [Shortened from #77.] 
 
92. Review of Wolfgang Fleischer & Irmhild Barz, Wortbildung der deutschen 

Gegenwartssprache (Tübingen 1992). Leuvense Bijdragen 83: 108-111. 
  
93. Aus der Geschichte der Abhängigkeiten: Wilhelm von Humboldt zu Mehr-

heitsbezeichnung und Einverleibungssystem. In: Wilhelm von Humboldt und die 
amerikanischen Sprachen, ed. by Klaus Zimmermann, Jürgen Trabant, & Kurt 
Mueller-Vollmer, 229-255. (Humboldt-Studien.) Paderborn: Schöningh. 

 
94. A panel on the lawfulness of the double life of the definite article. In: 

Conversations on noun phrases (EUROTYP Working Papers VII/20), 49-79, 113.  
[With members of the EUROTYP Noun Phrase Group.] 

 
95. On Greenberg 45, mostly. In: Conversations on noun phrases (EUROTYP Working 

Papers VII/20), 81-100.  [With members of the EUROTYP Noun Phrase Group.] 
 
96. Teaching myself noun phrases. In: The noun phrase sketch book (EUROTYP 

Working Papers VII/22). 
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97. What agrees with what in what, generally speaking? In: Agreement gender 
number genitive & (EUROTYP Working Papers VII/23), 39-58. 

 
98. The unlikely plurals of one in Bavarian and Miskito. In: Agreement gender 

number genitive & (EUROTYP Working Papers VII/23), 59-79. 
 
99. Homonymy vs. suppletion: A riddle (and how it happens to be solved in ...). 

In: Agreement gender number genitive & (EUROTYP Working Papers VII/23), 81-86.  
 
100. More and less trouble for Greenberg 45. In: Agreement gender number genitive & 

(EUROTYP Working Papers VII/23), 87-107.  [With Wolfgang Schellinger.] 
 
1995 
 
101. Professor Pott und die Lehre der Allgemeinen Sprachwissenschaft. Zeitschrift 

der Deutschen Morgenländischen Gesellschaft 145: 328-364.  [Reprint of #90.] 
 
102. Double case: Agreement by Suffixaufnahme, ed. by F. Plank.  New York: Oxford 

University Press. 
 Reviews:  B. J. Blake, Journal of Linguistics 33 (1997) 204-211.  M. Haspelmath, 

Linguistics 35 (1997) 417-421.  M. A. Daniel’, Voprosy jazykoznanija (1998) 1, 146-151.  A. 
Aikhenvald, Studies in Language 23 (1999) 447-454. 

 
103. (Re-)Introducing Suffixaufnahme. In: Double case, 3-110. 
 
104. Overdetermination, ed. by F. Plank. EUROTYP Working Papers VII/24. 
 
105. Entgrammatisierung — Spiegelbild der Grammatisierung? In: Natürlichkeits-

theorie und Sprachwandel, ed. by Norbert Boretzky et al., 199-219. (Bochum-
Essener Beiträge zur Sprachwandelforschung, 22.) Bochum: Brockmeyer. 

 
106. Syntactic change: Ergativity. In: Syntax: An international handbook of 

contemporary research, ed. by Joachim Jacobs et al., vol. 2, 1184-1199. Berlin: 
Walter de Gruyter. 

 
107. Unsägliche Gerüche: Versuche, trotzdem vom Riechen zu sprechen. In: Das 

Riechen, ed. by B. Busch & U. Brandes, 59-72. (Schriftenreihe Forum, 5.) 
Göttingen: Steidl.  [With Sigrid Plank.]  

 
1996 
 
108. Franz Nikolaus Finck. In: Lexicon grammaticorum: Who’s Who in the history of 

linguistics, ed. by Harro Stammerjohann, 296-297. Tübingen: Niemeyer.  
 (2nd edn., Berlin: Walter de Gruyter, 2009.) 
 
109. Hans Conon von der Gabelentz. Ibid., 319-320. 
 
110. August Friedrich Pott. Ibid., 749-750. 
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111. The Maltese noun phrase meets typology, ed. by Albert Borg & Frans Plank.  
 (= Rivista di Linguistica 8/1.) Pisa: Pacini.  [Revised and expanded from EUROTYP 

Working Papers VII/25 (1995).]  
 
112. Domains of the dual, in Maltese and in general. In: The Maltese noun phrase 

meets typology, 123-140.   
 
113. The Maltese article: Language-particulars and universals. In: The Maltese noun 

phrase meets typology, 183-212.  [With Edith Moravcsik.] 
 
114. Kollekcija utverždenij o korreljacii zvuka i značimoj formy. [A catalogue of 

allegations concerning the co-variation of sound and of meaningful form.] 
Voprosy jazykoznanija 2: 90-104. 

 
1997 
 
115. Linguistic Typology: Introducing a new journal. Linguistic Typology 1: 1-3.  
 [With members of the Editorial Board.] 
 
116. The uneven distribution of genders over numbers: Greenberg Nos. 37 and 45. 

Linguistic Typology 1: 53-101.  [With Wolfgang Schellinger;  building on ##95 
and 100.] 

 
117. Word classes in typology: Recommended reading. Linguistic Typology 1: 185-192. 
 
1998 
 
118. The co-variation of phonology with morphology and syntax: A hopeful 

history.  Linguistic Typology 2: 195-230.  [Revised and expanded English 
version of #114.] 

 
1999 
 
119. Split morphology: How agglutination and flexion mix. Linguistic Typology 3: 

279-340. 
 
2000 
 
120. The UNIVERSALS ARCHIVE: A brief introduction for prospective users. Sprach-

typologie und Universalienforschung 53: 109-123.  [With Elena Filimonova.] 
 
121. Dual laws in (no) time. Sprachtypologie und Universalienforschung 53: 46-52.  

[With Wolfgang Schellinger.] 
 
122. Foreword. In: Grammatical relations in Romani: The noun phrase, ed. by Viktor 

Elšík & Yaron Matras, 1-7. Amsterdam: Benjamins. 
 
123. Der Schritt vom Wege: Form alternations of the prefix k- of the resultative 

participle in Bavarian. In: Angemessene Strukturen: Systemorganisation in 
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Phonologie, Morphologie und Syntax, ed. by Andreas Bittner, Dagmar Bittner, & 
Klaus-Michael Köpcke, 17-30. Hildesheim: Olms. 

 
124. Morphological re-activation and phonological alternations: Evidence for 

voiceless restructuring in German. In: Analogy, levelling, markedness: Principles 
of change in phonology and morphology, ed. by Aditi Lahiri, 171-191. Berlin: 
Mouton de Gruyter. (2nd, revised edn., 2003.) 

 
2001 
 
125. “Paleo-Siberian”: Editorial note. Linguistic Typology 5: 93-96. 
 
126. Typology by the end of the 18th century. In: History of the language sciences: An 

international handbook on the evolution of the study of language from the beginnings 
to the present, ed. by Sylvain Auroux et al., vol. 2, 1399-1414. Berlin: Walter de 
Gruyter. 

 
2002 
 
127. Paradigm size, morphological typology, and universal economy. In: Mouton 

classics: From syntax to cognition, from phonology to text, vol. 1, 75-94. Berlin: 
Mouton de Gruyter.  [Reprint of #56.]  

 
128. Grouping in multiple attribution: Advantage Albanian. In: Philology, typology 

and language structure: Festschrift for Winfried Boeder on the occasion of his 65th 
birthday, ed. by Wolfram Bublitz, Manfred von Roncador, & Heinz Vater, 157-
170. Frankfurt: Lang.  [Revised and expanded from EUROTYP Working Papers 
VII/17 (1992).] 

 
129. Ahead of even Greenberg, for once: Paul (“Person”) Forchheimer. Linguistic 

Typology 6: 30-47. 
 
130. Review of Bertil Sundby, English word-formation as described by grammarians 

1600–1800 (Oslo 1995). Norsk Lingvistisk Tidsskrift 20: 148-149. 
 
2003 
 
131. Noun phrase structure in the languages of Europe, ed. by F. Plank. (Empirical 

Approaches to Language Typology, EUROTYP, 20-7.) Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter. 
 Reviews:  Y. A. Lander, LINGUIST List 14.2484, Sep 18, 2003.  B. Spillner, Germanistik 44 

(2003) 55.  H. Diessel, Studies in Language 30 (2006) 195-201.  D. Ntelitheos, Language 82 
(2006) 216-217. 

 
132. Noun phrase structure: an und für sich, in time, and in space. In: Noun phrase 

structure in the languages of Europe, 3-33.  
 
133. The selective elaboration of nominal or pronominal inflection. In: Noun 

phrase structure in the languages of Europe, 253-287.  [Revised and expanded 
from EUROTYP Working Papers VII/2 (1990).] 
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134. Double articulation. In: Noun phrase structure in the languages of Europe, 337-
395.  [Revised and expanded from EUROTYP Working Papers VII/24 (1995).] 

 
135. There’s more than one way to make sense of one-way implications – and 

sense they need to be made of. Linguistic Typology 7: 128-139. 
 
2004 
 
136. Inevitable reanalysis: From local adpositions to approximative adnumerals, 

in German and wherever. Studies in Language 28: 165-201. 
 
137. Editorial note on reported speech, tense, and double negation. Linguistic 

Typology 8: 145-147. 
 
2005 
 
138. ((FRISCH ge) (WAG tist))  ((HALB ge) (WON nen)). In: Festschrift für Peter 

Eisenberg, ed. by Nanna Furhop. Potsdam, in one single bound copy. 
 
139. Delocutive verbs, crosslinguistically. Linguistic Typology 9: 459-491. 
 
140. The prosodic contribution of clitics: Focus on Latin. Lingue e Linguaggio 4: 281-292.  

(Issue No. 2, ed. by Aditi Lahiri & Sergio Scalise, in honour of Christoph Schwarze.) 
 
2006 
 
141. The regular and the extended comitative reciprocal construction, illustrated 

from German. In: Voice and grammatical relations: In honor of Masayoshi Shibatani, 
ed. by Tasaku Tsunoda & Taro Kageyama, 247-270. Amsterdam: Benjamins.  

 
142. Re-doing typology. Linguistic Typology 10: 67-68.  [With members of the 

Editorial Board.] 
 
143. Review of Sonia Cristofaro & Paolo Ramat (eds.), Introduzione alla tipologia 

linguistica (Roma, 1999) and Teresa Moure, Universales del lenguaje y lingua-
diversidad (Barcelona, 2001). Linguistic Typology 10: 129-133. 

 
144. Where flexion encroaches on agglutination in Turkish and Korean. In: Whither 

morphology in the new millen[n]ium, ed. by Yong-Kun Ko et al., 123-152. 
(Morphology Monograph Series, 1.) Seoul: Pagijong Press.  [With Barış Kabak.] 

 
145. Review of Guido Seiler, Präpositionale Dativmarkierung im Oberdeutschen 

(Wiesbaden, 2003). Linguistic Typology 10: 441-452. 
 
146. The second five years of LT: Editorial report. Linguistic Typology 10: 461-469. 
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2007 
 
147. Preface:  Whither Linguistic Typology — an und für sich and in relation to 

other types of linguistic pursuits? Linguistic Typology 11: 1-3. 
 
148. Extent and limits of linguistic diversity as the remit of typology — but 

through constraints on WHAT is diversity limited? Linguistic Typology 11: 43-68. 
 
2008 
 
149. What linguistic universals can be true of. In: Universals of language today, ed. 

by Sergio Scalise, Elisabetta Magni, & Antonietta Bisetto, 31-58. (Studies in 
Natural Language and Linguistic Theory, 76.) Dordrecht: Springer.  [With 
Aditi Lahiri.] 

 
150. Thoughts on the origin, progress, and pronominal status of reciprocal forms 

in Germanic, occasioned by those of Bavarian. In: Reciprocals and reflexives: 
Cross-linguistic and theoretical explorations, ed. by Ekkehard König & Volker 
Gast, 347-374. Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter.  

 
2009 
 
151. WALS values evaluated. Linguistic Typology 13: 41-75.  
 
152. Senary summary so far. Linguistic Typology 13: 337-345.  [With a correction in 

Linguistic Typology 13: 499.]  
 
2010 
 
153. Variable direction in zero-derivation and the unity of polysemous lexical 

items.  Word Structure 3: 82-97. 
 
154. Consonant co-occurrence in stems across languages: Automatic analysis and 

visualization of a phonotactic constraint. In: NLPLING 2010: Proceedings of the 
workshop on NLP and linguistics: Finding the common ground, 67-75. Uppsala: ACL, 

 http://acl.eldoc.ub.rug.nl/mirror/W/W10/W10-2110.pdf  [Joint paper by Thomas 
Mayer, Christian Rohrdantz, Frans Plank, Peter Bak, Miriam Butt, & Daniel A. 
Keim.] 

 
155. Comparative visual analysis of cross-linguistic features. In: Proceedings of the 

International Symposium on Visual Analytics Science and Technology (EuroVAST 
2010), 27–32.  [Joint paper by Christian Rohrdantz, Thomas Mayer, Miriam 
Butt, Frans Plank, & Daniel A. Keim.]  

 
156. Visualizing vowel harmony. Linguistic Issues in Language Technology 4(2). 

http://elanguage.net/journals/index.php/lilt/issue/view/235  
 [Joint paper by Thomas Mayer, Christian Rohrdantz, Miriam Butt, Frans 

Plank, & Daniel A. Keim.] 
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157. Phonological phrasing in Germanic: The judgement of history, confirmed 
through experiment. Transactions of the Philological Society 108: 370-398.  [With 
Aditi Lahiri.] 

 
2011 
 
158. Towards tracking semantic change by visual analytics. In: Proceedings of the 49th 

Annual Meeting of the Association for Computational Linguistics, Short Papers, 305-310.  
http://www.acl2011.org/accepted/1055.html 

 [Joint paper by Christian Rohrdantz, Annette Hautli, Thomas Mayer, Miriam 
Butt, Daniel A. Keim, & Frans Plank.]  

 
159. Differential time stability in categorial change: Family names from nouns and 

adjectives, illustrated from German. Journal of Historical Linguistics 1: 269-292. 
 
160. Call for debate re word order universals. Linguistic Typology 15: 333-334. 
 
161. Where's diachrony? Linguistic Typology 15: 455-471. 
 
162. LT since 2007: Editorial report. Linguistic Typology 15: 683-691. 
 
2012 
 
163. Why *-ling-in? The pertinacity of a wrong gender. Morphology 22: 277-292. 
 
2013 
 
164. That was Aleksandr Evgen’evich (“Sasha”) Kibrik. Linguistic Typology 17: 507-511. 
 
2014 
 
165. Hypology, typology: The Gabelentz puzzle. In: Beiträge zur Gabelentz-Forschung, 

ed. by Kennosuke Ezawa, Franz Hundsnurscher, & Annemete von Vogel, 145-
176. Tübingen: Narr. [Reprint of No. 79, with minor corrections.] 

 
2015 
 
166. Time for change. In: Perspectives on historical syntax, ed. by Carlotta Viti, 61-91. 

Amsterdam: Benjamins. 
 
167. Macroscopic and microscopic typology: Basic Valence Orientation, more 

pertinacious than meets the naked eye. Linguistic Typology 19: 1-54.  [With 
Aditi Lahiri.] 

 
2016 
 
168. Vom Suppletiv(un)wesen, in Beziehung zu Paradigmenstruktur und in 

besonderer Rücksicht der historischen Natur beschränkter Möglichkeiten.  
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 In: Regularität und Irregularität in Phonologie und Morphologie: Diachron, 
kontrastiv, typologisch, ed. by Andreas Bittner & Klaus-Michael Köpcke, 1-28. 
Berlin: Walter de Gruyter. 

 
169. Is typology relevant? Linguistic Typology 20: 463-466. 
 
170. Review of Jonathan David Bobaljik, Universals in comparative morphology 

(Cambridge MA: MIT Press, 2012). Linguistic Typology 20: 687-713. 
 
171.  Editorial report: LT since 2011. Linguistic Typology 20: 715-723. 
 
2017 
 
172. Review of Itamar Francez & Andrew Koontz-Garboden, Semantics and 

morphosyntactic variation: Qualities and the grammar of property concepts (Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, 2017). Linguistic Typology 21: 555-564. 

 
173. Special issue of Linguistic Typology 21, ed. by Larry M. Hyman, Maria 

Koptjevskaja-Tamm, Aditi Lahiri, & Johanna Nichols. With laudationes and 
re-publications of ##167, 150, 148, 133, 119, 118.   

 
2018 
 
173. Phonological typology, ed. by Larry M. Hyman & Frans Plank. (Phonetics & 

Phonology, 23.) Berlin: De Gruyter Mouton. 
 
174. An implicational universal to defy:  Typology ⊃ ¬ phonology ≡ phonology ⊃  
 ¬ typology ≡ ¬ (typology ᴧ phonology) ≡ ¬ typology v ¬ phonology. In: 

Phonological typology, 21-53. 
 
175. The Founding Editor’s envoi: A rose by any other name ... Linguistic Typology 

22: 13-15.  
 
 
Forthcoming 
 
176. Prosodic phrasing. In: The handbook of the history of phonology, ed. by B. Elan 

Dresher & Harry van der Hulst. Oxford: Oxford University Press.  [With Aditi 
Lahiri.]  

 
177. Suppletion in diachrony, ed. by Frans Plank & Nigel Vincent. Thematic issue of 

Transactions of the Philological Society. 
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Unpublished 
PDFs at http://ling.uni-konstanz.de/pages/home/plank/fp_unpublished.html 
 
a. Die Kompositionsfuge in der nhd. Nominalkomposition. M.A. thesis, 

Universität Regensburg, 1974.  
 

b. About subjects and objects.  M.Litt. thesis, University of Edinburgh, 1981. 
(Revised chapters:  Reconstructing the concept of subject.  Object cases in Old 
English: What do they encode?) 

 

c. Indirect duals, Part I. 1997. 
 
d. Oneness > indefiniteness > impreciseness in numbers and clock time > 

reciprocal disorder in Bavarian, where else. 2002. 
 

e. The imperative of free choice: LOOK AND SEE WHAT can become an indefinite 
pronoun, too. 2002. 

 

f. How to agree in gender when you’ve got the wrong number: Low numerals in 
German(ic). 2002. 

 
g. Unanswered questions, wasted answers, loose leaves lost. 2003. 
 

h.  Temperature talk: The basics. 2003 
 Temperature talks: The basics revisited. 2010. 
 

i.  Deferential Attributive Possessives: What persons to use them with, what for, 
and what it may lead to. 2003. 

 

j. The prolongative, and what can hinder its grammaticalisation from loose, 
enumerative coordination. 2005. 

 

k. Early typology. 2005. 
 
l. Affix suspension: The issues. 2006. 
 

m. Affix suspension in echo-reduplication. 2007. 
 

n. Morphological cumulation through phonological fusion? PERSON separate from 
NUMBER.  [With Thomas Mayer, Tikaram Poudel, & Michael Spagnol.] 2009. 

 

o. Linguistische Herausforderung: Verschiedenheit und Einheit der Sprachen. 
[With Thomas Mayer & Frank Zimmerer.] 2009. 

 

p. Pedestrian movement and language:  Are grammars “emergent” like passing-
by routines are? 2010.  

 
q. Adpositions from nouns, one way or another. 2009. 
 

r. Pertinacity and control. 2010. 
 

s. Time-stability in historical linguistics. 2012. 
 

t. Suffixaufnahme: Dix-sept ans après. 2012. 
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u. Phrasierungsetüden. 2012. 
 

v.  Was machsten so? 2014. 
 

w. Genus im Gastgewerbe. 2015. 
 

x. Re-distributions of suppletive stems over inflectional paradigms. 2016. 
 
 
Online resources 
 

THE UNIVERSALS ARCHIVE 
https://typo.uni-konstanz.de/archive/intro/  
DAS GRAMMATISCHE RARITÄTENKABINETT 
https://typo.uni-konstanz.de/rara/intro/ 
 

LINGUISTISCHE HERAUSFORDERUNG 
http://ling.uni-konstanz.de/pages/home/plank/fp_this_n_that.html 
https://typo.uni-konstanz.de/lingchall/ 
 
 
Conference presentations 
http://ling.uni-konstanz.de/pages/home/plank/fp_presentations.html 
 
 
Teaching materials 
http://ling.uni-konstanz.de/pages/home/plank/fp_teaching.html 
 
 
 
 
 


