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Syntactic and Prosodic properties of interrogatives in Italian.

In the first part of the talk, I will investigate the role of prosody in the perception of wh-
exclamatives and (information-seeking) wh-interrogatives in Cosenza Italian, a Southern
Italian variety spoken in Calabria (see Kellert, Panizza and Petrone 2018). In the second part,
I will discuss syntactic and phonological properties of interrogative particles in Italian and
Tuscan dialects and show how these properties interact with the meaning of interrogatives
(Kellert 2015, Lauschus & Kellert 2016, Kellert 2017).

Kellert, O. 2015 Interrogative und Exklamative. Syntax und Semantik von multiplen wh-Elementen im
Franzésischen und Italienischen. Linguistische Arbeiten, 560. Berlin: DeGruyter.

Kellert, O., S. Lauschus 2016 The particle o in some Tuscan dialects: Fiorentino, Pisano, and Crespinese, in ltalian
Journal of Linguistics 28(2), 3-39.

Kellert, O. 2017 PPIs under negation, a case study of Italian gia, in Gianina lordachioaia & Mingya Liu (eds.)
Positive polarity: Data and theory. [Linguistics 56(2), Special issue]. Berlin: De Gruyter, 333-360.

Kellert, O., D.Panizza, C. Petrone 2018 On the role of prosody in disambiguating wh-exclamatives and wh-
interrogatives in Cosenza Italian, in Ingo Feldhausen, Jan Fliessbach & Maria del Mar Vanrell (eds.)
Methods in prosody: A Romance language perspective. Berlin: Language Science Press, 165—188.



